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SUBJECT; RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS 

.ms mawa&.'m . .»«> 

1 THR KEY DEMAND OF THE COMMUNISTS, AS R^^J;CTEB JN TTHEIR THATTHE 
STATEMENTS AND THE N^-DORD OF THE OFFICIAL N ^ __ B£ ppwOVED AND RE- 

PRESENT GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNAN ^IIION GOVERNMENT CBHICH THE 

^JonIIWstion II, T |?Sf« IH jyi STtentmn 

POSSIBLE FOR THE U.S. TO COMPROMISE ON Tfe ,ATTE, OF HIEl^ ^ THEREBY 

WITHOUT PUNNING A SERIOUS RISK THAT TH^ VHOL. - 'COMPROMISE O’*. 

COME UNGLUED. IT NIGHT BE POSSIBLE, HOVEVEP, TO OFFER ^ ^ ^ 

THE OUESTION OF COALITION GOVERNMENT ’£ S |y\\, order T0 ACHIEVE A 
LENGTHS TO WHICH THE U.S. !S ULLIi.G T R RETURN OF THE ROWS. 

NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, end THE V?AR , AlD OBI Air. 

2 . SUCH A COMPROMISE WOULD BE A yf^SouLD^NOT b” TOO SEPIOUS^F WE%.C- 
BUT THE RISK OF UNRAVELING THE GVN A °^, j?] om " g ovEPMMENT , WHILE I NS I. SI- 
CE FT ED IN PRINCIPLE T I ! '- T ^ N STrwT°Tn A 6 PP 0 TNT ITS OWN MEMBERS IN SUCH A 
INC THAT EACH SIDE HAD THi RIGHT JO APPOINT U* u !qm , L ga m 3IT if IT 

GOVERNMENT. AS A !J Jl T X A S r F F ft IT H PR^STDFNT^THIEU AND AGREED TO BY H!'\ 

WERE COORDINATED IN ADVANCE WITH PR. S DEU l Hi T0 HIGHLIGHT 

THIS GAMBIT COULD BE PROFITABLY EXPLOITED A OBSCURED AND, ODDLY 

ENOUG H^° NO M£ T 0 F 5 TSS^BLm ^-OrriCIOL CO^NTATCS ON 


r. 
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the NEGOTIATING SCENE HAVE PICKED HP. THE POINT IN GUEST I ON IS THE 
FACT THAT IN THEIR TRIPARTITE COALITION DEMAND, THE COMMUNISTS 
ASE INSISTING ON A VETO OVER THE COMPOSITION OF TWO THIRDS OF 
THE TROIKA -- THE GVN AND "NEUTRALIST" ELEMENTS -- WHILE 
SIMULTANEOUSLY ASSERTING AN UNRESTRICTED RIGHT TO NAME WHOMEVER 
•THEY PLEASE AS THEIR REPRESENTATIVES. THIS IS A PATENTLY OUT- 
RAGEOUS ELEMENT OF THE COMMUNIST’S POSITION, ON WHICH THE 
ATTENTION OF PUBLIC FOCUS MIGHT CAUSE THE COMMUNISTS CON- 
SIDERABLE EMBARRASSMENT. 


3. IF THIS TACK IS TAKEN, WE COULD THEN FURTHER INSIST THAT THERE 
ARE IN ACTUALITY ONLY TWO VIETNAMESE SIDES IN THE WAR, THAT THE 
COALITION SHOULD THEREFORE BE COMPOSED ONLY OF THESE TWO ELEMENTS , 
AND THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO "THIRD FORCE" OR NEUTRALIST ELEMENT IN 
THE GOVERNMENT (ALTHOUGH WE COULD EASLILY AGREE TO NEUTRALITY AS 
A GUIDING PRINCIPLE OF THE PROVISIONAL COALITION. SINCE THE 
GVN AT PRESENT CONTROLS MOST OF THE TERRITORY 'AND POPULATION 
OF SOUTH VIETNAM, WE WOULD HAVE TO SAY THAT SOME FORMULA 
MUST BE WORKED OUT TO DETERMINE THE WEIGHTS OF THE TWO PARTIES 
IN THE COALITION GOVERNMENT. THE MEMBERS OF THE CABINET OF THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT, IN TURN, WOULD ELECT THEIR OWN PROVISIONAL 
PRESIDENT. 


4. IT IS MOST UNLIKELY THAT ANY^SUCH PROPOSAL WOULD BE ACCEPTED 
BY NORTH VIETNAM OR THE PRG . ANY COALITION GOVERNMENT WHICH 
GAVE A MAJORITY OF POSITIONS OR SEATS OR CABINET POSTS TO THE 
GVN PRESUMABLY WOULD WIND UP WITH PRESIDENT THIEU AT ITS HEAD. . 
ON THE OTHER HAND, ANY COALITION GOVERNMENT WHICH SPLIT THE 
PIE EQUALLY BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES, OR HAD A THIRD ELEMENT 
WHICH ITSELF SPLIT EQUALLY, WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE GVN 
TO ACCEPT. A COALITION PROPOSAL PUT FORWARD BY THE U.S. 

AND THE GVN WOULD, HOWEVER, ALLOW THE U.S. TO GIVE THE 
IMPRESSION OF MOVEMENT IN ITS NEGOTIATING POSITION, EVEN 
THOUGH THE PROPOSAL ITSELF MIGHT BE PECOOINIZED AS IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR THE OTHER SIDE TO ACCEPT. THE IMPRESSION OF THE 
FORTHCOMING FLEXIBILITY OF THE U.S. /GVN SIDE THAT MAKING SUCH 
A PROPOSAL WOULD CONVEY, HOWEVER, WOULD PR0BA3LY PROVE TO BE 
THAT PROPOSAL’S ONLY PRACTICAL MERIT. 


5. OTHER PROPOSALS, WHICH DO NOT ADDRESS THE ORGANIZATION 
OF THE GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON, APPEAR AT PRESENT TO HAVE NO 
CHANCE OF ACCEPTANCE BY THE COMMUNISTS. THE IMPLICIT CEDING 
OF CERTAIN : APEAS OF SOUTH VIETNAM TO THE COMMUNISTS UNDER THE 
GUISE OF A CEASE FIRE, FOR INSTANCE, HAS ALWAYS BEEN REJECTED BY 
HANOI ON THE GROUND THAT SUCH MEASURES LEAVE THE POLITICAL 
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quest r on of the gvn’s future untouched, the explicit ceding of 

territory to THE DRV--E.G., QUA NO. TP I AND THUA THIEM -- WOULD 
BE PSYCHOLOGICALLY DISASTROUS FOR THE GVM: TO SOUTH VIETNANE.SE 
EVES IT WOULD LOOK WORE LIKE A BEGINNING THAN AN END. FURTHER- 
MORE. THIUE’S COM MI NT NE NT NOT TO SURRENDER ANY TERRITORY IS SO 
UNEQUIVOCAL THAT HIS POSITION WOULD INEVITABLY BE UNDERMINED. 

6. FROM SOUTH VIETNAM’ S. POINT OF VIEW, HOWEVER, THE IMPLICIT 
CEDING OF TERRITORY IN A CEASE-FIRE ARRANGEMENT MIGHT BE ACCEPTA ! - 
THE GVM MIGHT BE WILLING TO PROPOSE A MODUS VIVENDI ACCEPTING 
COMMUNIST ADMINISTRATION OF CERTAIN AREAS WHERE NORTH VIETMA M E?E 
MILITARY INFLUENCE NOW PREDOMINATES. THE GVM WOULD NOT RETPFA.T 
FROM ft pu3LTC ROSTTIOM OF CLAIMING TITULAR SOVEREIGNTY OVER ALL 
OF SOUTH VIETNAM , BUT IT WOULD BE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE COMMUNIST 
WOULD NAME VILLAGE -- AND IN A FEW CASES DISTRICT — 

CHIEFS IN THE CONCERNED AREAS AND THAT THE NVA AND COMMUNIST 
LOCAL FORCES WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR LAW AND ORDER. A BEEFED-UP 
ICC OR OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION COIJLD BE PROPOSED TO 
ASSURE THE SAFETY OF VIET CONG. TRAVELING IN GVN ZONES AND VICE- 
yrrpcft. XHE COMMUNISTS MIGHT BE OFFERED AN "ADMINISTRATIVE CENTEP" 

IN SOME PLACE THEY ALREADY HELD (E.G., LOC NIMH) , BUT IT 
WOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED AS A CAPITAL NOR WOULD THE PRG BE 
RECOGNIZED AS A GOVERNMENT. THE "COMMUNIST" AREAS MIGHT BE DES- 
CRIBED (IN -THE NEGOTIATIONS AND EVEN POSSIBLY IN PUBLIC) AS SOME- 
THING LIKE THE AUTONOMOUS ZONES OF COMMUNIST COUNTRIES,. INCLUDING 
NORTH VIETNAM, EXCEPT THAT THE AUTONOMY WOULD BE MUCH MORE 
REAL. SUCH A PROPOSAL MIGHT BE A USEFUL PLOY AS A PROBING DEVICE, 
BUT ONE SHOULD NOT BE SANGUINE . ABOUT ITS CHANCES OF ACCEPTANCE. 

7. THERE SEEMS TO BE NO HOP? — AS THERE HAS BEEN NONE IN THE 
PftSx -- for A SETTLEMENT LIMITED TO THE BILATERAL ISSUES BETWEEN 
NORTH VIETNAM AND THE U.S. HANOI STILL GIVES ABSOLUTELY NO SIGN 
THAT IT WILL AGREE TO A SOLUTION OF SUCH ISSUES AS U.S. WITHDRAWAL, 
THE END OF U.S. BOMBING, AND THE RETURN OF POWS UNLESS THE 

FUTURE OF THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT IS RESOLVED AT THE SA M E TIME. 

UNLESS THERE IS INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT WHICH IS NOT AVAILABLE 
TO US, WE SEE NO WAY AT THIS TIME IN WHICH NEW PROPOSALS -- OR 
EVEN PROPOSALS WHICH ARE NEW ONLY IN APPEARANCE -- CAN BE MADE ON 
THE STRICTLY MILITARY ISSUES BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND HANOI. 


8. THE ESSENTIAL FACT IS THAT THE COMMUNISTS DO NOT APPEAR 
WILLING, AT LEAST AS YET, TO ACCEPT A MINORITY POSITION IN A 
FUTURE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT. THEY STILL HOPE THAT THEY 
CAN NEGOTIATE, FIGHT OR EXPLOIT OUR PRISONERS TO LEVER THEIR 
WAY INTO A POSITION OF CONTROL IN SOUTH VIETNAM. ONLY WHEN THEY 
pp£ CONVINCED THAT THIS CANNOT HAPPEN APE THEY LIKELY TO 
NEGOTIATE SERIOUSLY ON TERMS SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT FROM THOSE 
THEY APE PRESENTLY OFFERING. WE CANNOT, AT THIS POINT, TELL 
‘when THAT DAY WILL COME. 
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II. COULD THIEU BE INDUCED 
A SERIOUS RISK OF THE WHOLE 
APART? • 


TO RESIGN , WITHOUT INCIIPPIMG 
GVN STRUCTURE j CONING 


f 


9. THE SHORT ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION IS NO -- IF WE APE TALKING 
ABOUT A PERMANENT RESIGNATION UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT PRESIDENT THIEU WOULD ;r OT HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO 
REGAIN A DOMINANT POSITION IN SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLITICAL LIFE. 

1<?. THE U.S. CERTAINLY HOLDS THE POWER TO REMOVE THIEU OR FO°CE 
HIS RESIGNATION AND COULD PROBABLY BRING THIS ABOUT IN FAIRLY 
SHORT ORDER MERELY BY STATING P ,T 3L ICLY THAT THE U.S. NO LONGER 
DESIRED TO HAVE THIEU AS PRESIDENT, OR BY STATING THE SANE THING 
PRIVATELY TO THIEU AND HALF A DOZEN OTHER SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY LEADERS. AT THAT POINT, THIEU WOULD LOSE 
THE SUPPORT OF OTHER KEY SOUTH- VIETNAMESE MILITARY AND POLITICAL . 
LEADERS, ANb HIS DEPARTURE FROM THE SCENE WOULD ONLY BE A MATTER 
OF TIME. WITH FTHIEU HAVING BEEN REMOVED IN SUCH A FASHION, HOWEVER, 
IT WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY BE IMPOSSIBLE TO PREVENT THE REST OF 
SOUTH VIETNAM’S GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE FROM FALLING APART. 

' % 

11. THE UNRAVELING OF THE POLITICAL STRUCTURE WOULD NOT OCCUR 
BECAUSE THERE WAS NO OTHER INDIVIDUAL CAPABLE OF PUNNING THE 
GVN AS WELL AS THIEU. IT WOULD OCCUR BECAUSE ALL POLITICALLY 
CONSCIOUS SOUTH VIETNAMESE WOULD BE CERTAIN THAT THIEU* S 
RESIGNATION HAD COME ABOUT AS A RESULT OF U.S. PRESSURE, 

AW, MORE IMPORTANTLY, AS A PRELUDE TO A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT WITH 
NORTH VIETNAM AND THE VIET CONG. EVEN IF THE U.S. MADE A MAJOR 
EFFORT TO ASSURE A SUCCESSOR GOVERNMENT IN SAIGON THAT IT WOULD 
CONTINUE TO RECEIVE AMERICAN SUPPORT, THE UNRAVELING PROCESS 
COULD NOT BE PPE VENTED. GIVEN THEIR INNATE PARANOIA AND PENCHANT 
FOP CONSPIRACY THEORIES, VIETNAMESE IN ALL LEVELS OF THE GVN 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY STRUCTURE WOULD ’ BEL IEVE THAT THE U.S. 

HAD MADE A CRITICAL CONCESSION IN THE NEGOTIATIONS -- AND ONE 
WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY PORTENDED OTHER CONCESSIONS. MANY POLITICAL 
AND MILITARY LEADERS OF THE GVN, PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS, AND MEMBERS 
OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE BUREAUCRACY AT ALL LEVELS WOULD REVISE 
THEIR CONCEPTIONS OF. THE F1ITU P E AND ADJUST THEIR OWN ACTIONS 
ACCORDINGLY. IT IS NOT TOO MUCH TO SAY THAT THE . COHESIVENESS 
AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE GVN MILITARY AND POLITICAL APPARATUS 
WOULD BE ALMOST INSTANTANEOUSLY AND DPASTICALLY DOWNGRADED. AS 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENTAL AND MILITARY RROGPA M S BECAME LESS 
EFFECTIVE, THE REMNANTS OF THE VIET CONG APPARATUS INSIDE 
THE COUNTRY WOULD FIND NEW LIFE AND HOPE — A M D ALSO MOULD 
RECEIVE MUCH NEW SUPPORT FROM SOUTH VIETNAMESE CITIZENS GEEKI M 0 
THEIR OWN ACCOMMODATION WITH THE FUTURE AND HENCE CASTING APPROP- 
RIATE ANCHORS TO WINDWARD • 
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10 a m^TURR onTMT MRFD C TO BE MADE* REGARDLESS OF THIEU’S 

POPiif A^TT v OR LACK THEPFOF AMONG SAIGON POLITICIANS, AND REGARDLESS 

TENDENCIES, AT THIS VRITIW THIEU IS MW- 
CALJ Y WFF BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE AS THE SY M BOL Ao V. ELL AS . Hs. 
CENTRAL* POINT OF PEAL POWER IN THE PRESENT GOVERNMENT. TO 
SONF EXTENT HE IS A SYMBOL BECAUSE ON OCCASION 
HE HAS STOOD UP TO THE AMERICANS AND T ^ L P T HEM NO. IF Ha ^_RE 
REMOVED UNDER U.S. PRESSURE, ANY SUCCESSOR MOULD LIKELY BE RE- 
GARDED IN SOUTH VIETNAM AS WHOLLY AN AMERICAN STOOGE, PUT IN 
OFFICE* TFMPOPAPILY TO nFCOTIATE A SETTLEMENT WITH THE 
COMMUNISTS -- A FIGLEAF TO COVER U.S. SURRENDER. MOST SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE PROBABLY WANT TO SEE THE W, AR ENDED , BUT DURING THE 

NEGOTIATING PROCESS THEY WOULD NOT BE INCLINED T 2_£JX£ M ^ U £5 0 Tur 1 
TO AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT SEEM AS SET UP BY THE A -ERI^ANS FOR THE 
PRIMARY PURPOSE OF BRINGING THE WAR TO A OUICK END SO THEY CAN 
en”oSl- AND GET THEIR HANDFUL OF PRI SOMERS BACK. THIS VIEW WOULD 
dp r,r in fr SPPE AD AMD WOULD FURTKEP ACCELERATE THE EROSION OF THAT 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT'S EFFECTIVENESS. CARRYING THE PROCESS ONE STEP 
FURTHER. AS THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT’S ABILITY TO RULE 
DETERIORATED. ITS BARGAINING' POWER IN ANY DIPECT NEGOTIATIONS 
SlTH HANOI ‘OR THE PRG WOULD ALSO .BECOME PROGRESSIVELY MORE LIMTTED . 

13. ESSENTIALLY, GIVEN THE ASSUMPTION THAT WE* ARE UNWILLING TO 
iee THE WHOLE GVN STRUCTURE COME UNGLUED, WE SEE NO ALTERNATIVE 
S* PPE«ENT TO CONTINUING TO RESIST COMMUNIST DEMANDS FOR THIEU’S 
KneKSoSSu IT IS PElfHAPS UNFORTUNATE THAT THIEU HAS (KM 
A qyMPOL OF SUCH IMPORTANCE PROBABLY TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
AS^EU AS TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE - BUT THERE IS MO WAY TO 
GET AROUND HIS SYMBOLIC ROLE IN THE MIDST OF A NEGOTIATING 
SITUATION. THINGS COULD CONCEIVABLY BE DIFFERENT IF A Tly- £-RE 
TO COME WHEN NO NEGOTIATIONS WERE IN PROGRESS, IE HOSTILITIES I . 
cinifTH UTFTNAW HAD FALLEM TO A LOW LEVEL FOP A COMSIDE ABLl- 
PERIOD AND IF THE GVN WAS CLEARLY HOLDING ITS O w M A M D PPOGPESSI VELY 
IMPROVING ITS MILITARY POSITION INSIDE SOUTH VIETNAM WITHOUT 
II. p. C0 M 3 AT (AIR, NAVAL OR GROUND) SUPPORT . AT THAT P°INT, 

THIEU MIGHT POSSIBLY BE REMOVED WITH ONLY LIMITED DANGER TO 
STABILITY IN SOUTH VIETNAM, AND A MEW GOVERNMENT INSTALLED 
WITH '-'MICH NORTH VIETNAM, AT A LATER DATE, MIGHT BE WILLING 
TO UoTIATF POLITICAL QUESTIONS DIRECTLY. SUCH A CHAIN OFSPECU- 
i attom PAGFD ON GO MANY "IFS" AND "MIGHTS”, MAY BE LARGELY 
IISFLESS FOR ^ OUR PRESENT PURPOSES, BUT IT BRINGS INTO EVEN CLEARER 
FOCUS" THE DIFFICULTIES OF CHANGING THE ^°UTH VIETNAMESE GOVERN- 
WENT IN THE MIDST OF NEGOTIATIONS AND AT A TIME WHEN M O..T OF 
NORTH VIETNAM’S FIELD ARMY IS DEPLOYED IN THE SOUTH. 
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U OVFR THE LONGER TER", AMD UNDER THE ASSUMPTIONS OUTLINED IN 
THE SmrIpH WOVE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT SOHE CO-FROMSE W THIER 
POULD RE OFFERED, I.M SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES , (I.E., WHa.M HOSTIL IT I>..~ 

HAD PFTURMED .to a reduced level and when the gvn has clearly 

IN CONTROL OF THE MILITARY SITUATION INSIDE SOUTH VIETNAM) , IT 
MIGHT BE POSSIBLE TO INDUCE THIEU TO MAKc. A SHERKANESQUE 
^TFMFNT STRESS IMP HIS SUPPORT OF THE CONSTITUTION WHICH 

FRM SEiKINB A T HIP D TERM , HENCE F*.OH MMm IH THE 
NEXT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, WHICH IS NOW SCHEDULED FOR Ti U 
SttWMER OF 1975. TO NAME SUCH A STATEMENT A LITTLa. MOR^. CO^VL.wI . w , 
THE U.S. COULD FORMALLY "TAKE NOTE” OF TKIEU’S niTEN'HON; 

PERHAPS THE ICC (OR ITS SUCCESSOR) COULD DO THE Same. OFF THE 
RECORD THE U.S. COULD MAKE IT KNOWN TO BOTH ^AIGOK AND 
HANOI THAT MILITARY AND EVEN ECONOMIC AID WOULD BE CUT OFF SHOULD 
THIEU TRY TO RENEGE OR PULL A MARCOS GAMBIT. TO MAKE THESE OFFERS 
MORE ATTRACTIVE AND FACE-SAVING, IT MIGHT BE POSSIBL* TO PER- 
SUADE THIEU TO COMMIT HIMSELF TO STEP DOWN ONE YEAR IN ADVANCE , 

T f TN THE SUMMER OF 1974. HE COULD EASILY JUSTIFY THIS 
GESTURE' ON THE GROUNDS THAT BY THEN HE V ILL HAVE ACHIEVED 
HIS PRINCIPAL OBJECTIVE, PEACE. 

15. IF HANOI ACCEPTED THIS APPROACH — FINAL REALIZATION OF WHICH 
tt miiot RF RFCOGMIZED. IS TWO YEARS IN THE FUTURE-- THE COMMUNIST 
WOULD PROBABLY INSIST ON A PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION FOR A CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY, RATHER THAN A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. (IT IS 

JUST POSSIBLE THAT HANOI MIGHT ALSO ACCEP J T J , B^ n p D ^ T S F T w?ri"r q 
HOUSE ELECTIONS ADVANCED BY **ONE YEAR TO COINCIDE WITH THIEU S 
jtarj v DCTTprMgMT AND A NEW PRESIDENTIAL ELEClION.) ELi-CTIO^S 
KlCH T mCO«»UMSTS PARTICIPATED FOR EITHER A CONSTITUENT 
ASSEMBLY OR A NEW LOWER HOUSE WOULD BE FAR' MORE RISKY FOR TH- 
NON -COMMUNISTS OF SOUTH VIETNAM THAN WOULD A PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIO,.. 
IN THE LATTER, THE NON-COMMUNISTS WOULD FIND IT EASIER TO PALL^ 
AROUND ONE OR AT THE MOST TWO CANDIDATES, WHS.P.J.AS IN E B e _' 0RiE 
THEIR VOTES WOULD BE BADLY SPLIT A. m ONG Tha • A_.Y .-EA 
mvivnMT^T PaPTTES EVEM A LOPER HOUSE OP CONSTITUENT A — ,,:) LY 
ELECTION^ H«e 5II; COULD BE HADE LESS DANOEROUS IF APPROPRIATE 
crrpc t«^9E TAKEN BY THE GVM BETWEEN MOV ANO 1974 * w^P-CIFI./ -L * 
fuEi? ELECTORAL LAW REQUIRING MAJORITIES RATHER THAU PLURALITIES 
FOP FLECTION AND ENCOURAGING ALLIANCES A M ONG NA.TIO ALI...T 
CANDIDATES COULD MITIGATE THE RISKS SUBSTANTIALLY. 

IS. THE HAZARDS INVOLVED IN A RESIGNATION BY THIEU IN 1 974 WOULD 
BE GREATLY REDUCED IF BY THEN A WIDELY RESPECTED AND CA^A.U 
REPLACEMENT COULD BE CLEARLY DISCERNED. (THIS I S ^ J- 0 

WHETHER THE NEXT PRESIDENT IS ELECTED DI R iCTLY OP INUI.. , .L1L . 

BY A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY OP A NEW SOUTH VIETNAMESE 


END PACE SIX 


aw 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


dec^assifI ; 

Authority 



► t 
t 

i 

I 

* 

I 


I 

I 

I 


\ 


MTIOYAL ASSEMBLY.) OSE IMPORTAMI REASON YHYIM 1»7I IT-SEE^ED 
Srcrse»PY TO S»ALL(W THE "ONE VM ELECTIO'. “AS THAT THE ALTER- 
NATIVES TO THIEU INSPIRED SO LITTLE OOMFIDEMC .. BY^IO-1- 7 , 

HOWEVER , SOMEONE SUCH AS GENERAL NtO OVA'.C- T_ -> 0 - - - • 

Sp"l COLANDER) MIGHT LOOK MOT MERELY PALATABLE BUT EVEN LI*. 

A rO'iRIDRRABLE IMPROVEMENT OVER THIEU. THE "ORD MIGHT 

HaS^TO BE UNDERLINED , FOR YE LITTLE ABOUT IPU NO b POLITIC! * 

AND HIS ABILITY TO ADMINISTER AT A NAT i OVAL LEV. iL 1 ^ T vt' T *t Ternr 
BUT ilE CONSTITUTES A GOOD CONCRETE EXAMPL E 0 ' wa'c^o^AR) * ” 

SINCE HE IS CONSIDERED A VERY CAPABLE RENTAL, (SO . A. > 

THE VINO OF BATTLE °ECORD THAT HAS LED Pi ' t ‘ 1 P: r f: L t ^ 0 A H J^ ir “ LuCTI 

nr „ Tor TM wa|Y pOU M T D TF^ rT^Cl i 1 — INC? 0 ! 1 P S) 9 ENJOYS A PAY- 
OFF ICE IN NANI UULI'.-I. 1UD x ’ - c u r7nv vfTPHI V prp^PDFO 

Dtr diitattom rno TMTFrtPTTY. AND AT THIS TINE IS Vl r Y H1 L.il . . - JU * 

BY SUCH DIVERSE ELEMENTS OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM AS AM QUAUu 

BUDDHISTS, NEO-CAM LAO CATHOLICS, LEFT ^nmJ^pnMT T CAL 
POLITICIANS AND, ABOVE ALL, THE AP V Y. NO DOU.T Pp^I^CA 
FvPOFitPF WOULD RUB OFF SOME OF THIS POPULARITY; •■lEVe.RTHELc. 
tt tc I'^PPiiL TO KNOW THAT A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE TO THIEU ““ 

SO MR ^RESPECTS PREFERABLE TO THIEU, IN OTHERS AN IMSUFFICI.'. TL 
KNOWN QUANTITY — COULD BE AVAILABLE IN 1*74. 

e n ?;i^?l^s n s s ssssnS A ?s“ ?a;s ?r E 

micH ol CAN REALISTICALLY SEEK SMt ROOM FOR MANEUVER * « 

of”thm^exi^timg^ali* ied^offeil'that^thieim^ill ^resign one^ month 
BrTOPE MEN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. THIEU COULD PROBABLY BE CON- 
VINCED , ALBEIT VITH DIFFICULTY , TO EXTEND ™ OME-MO !TH PERIOD 
TO TWO MONTHS, THREE MONTHS , OR POSSIBLY LONGER. (A _AcO...Lt...t. 

IN THIEU’ S CALCULATIONS, HOWEVER, WOULD BE THE B_LIEF -T 
HANOI WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY REJECT SUCH A PRO. OoAL.) *T TH- 
«; 4 MF TTME THIEU WOULD INSIST THAT HE HIMSELF BE ABLE TO^RUN 

IN ANY NEW ELECTIONS. IN PRIVATE, THIEU ••’° ,I ^ c ^^ T tH’ 0 mot C HOP^L^ LY 
INSIST THAT THE TERMS AND MECHANICS OF HIS RESIGNATION NOT HOB.L,. 

HIM TO THE POINT OF ERASING HIS ABILITY TO -^RT _._DO_I_.A) 

EVEN IF INDIRECT CONTROL OVER THE GVN’S OPGANIZATIOl, OF THl'- 

ELECTION MACHINERY. 
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